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So he drove out the man, and he placed 
at the ea: t of the garden of Eden, 
cherubtms an at flaming sword, which 
wrned every way, to keep the way of 
ihe tree of life.’——Gen, 3. 24. 


We are aware of the intricacy of our 
subject, and of the difficulty of giving ita 
clear and satisfactory solution, on account 
of the language used ; and more especial- 
ly on account of the various discordant 
and unreasonable constructions it has re- 
ceived from expositors. 

Our first inquiry will be to ascertain 
whether this passage and its connection 
should be taken literally or figuratively. 
Cen. 2. 10. ‘And the Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden, and 
re he put the man whom he had torm- 

and out of the ground made the Lord 
i God to rrow every tree that is pleasant to 
the sight, or eood for food: the tree of 
alsoin the midst of the garden, and 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil ; 
ud ariver went out of Eden to water the 
girden ; and from thence it was parted, 
into four heads.’’ Chapter 
‘And the serpent was more 
subile - any beast of the field which 
the Lord God had made—-and the serpent 
wid unto the woman, ye shall not surely 
fe.” ‘The important question arises, 
Was all this a literal account ? Hf so, then 
io po to make one P irt of the subject 
de we must un- 
rivers, the tree 
and 
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erally, is it not truly surprising that histo- 
ry should furnish no traces of this garden, 
wc. especially as the country in which it 
is supposed to nee been located has been 
peopled for ages ? 

When we seek for the proper answer 
to the above questions—when we duly 
consider the highly allegorical and hyper- 
bolic mode of expression among the an- 
cient eastern nations—when we notice the 
figurative mode of writing which frequent- 
ly occurs in scripture, and are satisfied 
that it would be perfectly inconsistent to 
receive the whole bible in a literal sense, 
we trust the propriety of giving our sub- 
ject a figurative construction, will be ad- 
mitted. 

It may be said that the practice of alle- 
gorizing the sacred writings, effectually 
opens a door for the introduction of the 
wildest theories, the most extravagant fan- 
tasies, and the most absurd practices, 
which ever received the sanction of ig- 
norance, vice, fanaticism and folly. It is 
true this is the case, when the immutable, 
harmonizing perfections of God are lost 
sight of—-when the eternal principles of 
moral righteousness are disregarded-—- 
when reason forsakes her empire in the 
mind, and there is no criterion left where- 
by to determine truth from error. But 
when we carefully compare doubtful or 
equivocal expressions, and parabolical 
representations, with the nature and fit- 
ness of things—the character of God—and 
the clear, unequivocal declaraticns of his 
word~—we may proceed with safety and 
satisfaction, in giving a figurative construc- 
tion, to various scripture expressions and 
narrations. 

We shall therefore proceed to treat our 
‘subject as an allegory. 

The following particulars invite your 
serious and caretul attention. 

1. What is represented by the garden. 





9, What is signified by the serpent. 
3. What is meant by the tree of life. 
4. What should be understood by the 
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cherubins holding a flaming sword. 
Moses, tu making the sanctuary, re- 


presented the new covenant by two cher- 
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ubims over the mercy seat, without a 
sword. 

1. What is represented by the garden ? 

By the garden, we may rationally un- 
derstand the moral state of LNMOCENCE, Mm 
which our Creator originally placed man ; 
in which garden or moral state he contin- 
ued, till he was driven out as the just and 
necessary consequence of tr: inseression. | 
This comparison is very beautiful, as well | 
as very appropriate. Ina garden weeds 
or plants may grow—in the human mind 
error or truth may flourish. As in the 
spring, a garden requires the skilful hand 
of cultivation ; so does the human mind 
req lire the utmost guardian care, diligence 


ani cultivation, especially in the spring of 


human life, the season of 
your. Alas! what multitudes of our sin- 
ful race, in early life, have been driven 
from the garden of rmnocence, by listening 
to the insinuations of serpentine falsehood, 
‘* ve shall not surely dee Mankind are 
strongly ine lined to think that tl 
be happy in transgression—and truth eter- 
nal and divine compe is us to state that 
modern theories of religion tend to 
strengthen this most fallacious opinion, 
by considering 

punishment of sin— 
this death is not sune, but mray be esca- 
ped by repentance any time pre 
natural death! But let us remember, that 
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As vou profess to be friendly to the m- 
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nies 
a count lity of man.—T hat God cont 

nd governs all things, and all] events, « 
greeably to his own will and pleasure, j. 
prince iple, which appears to me to he 
clearly and pl: unly taught | in the following 
passages of scripture zane ph. i. 11, “Who 
worketh all things after the-counse ! of his 
own will.” Isa. xivi. 10. “My COunsel 
shall stand. and I will = all my ple; sure,” 
xiv. 24. **The Lord of hosts hath sworn, 
Siiy sie surcly 3 | fie ive thou Fht, so shall 
it come to pass; and as | h ive purposed, 
so shull it stand.’’ ah _ 4] form the 
light and create { make peace 
and create evil‘ I the Lord do all these 
things.” Amos, iii. 6. ‘Shall there be ¢. 
vil in the city, and the Lord hath not done 
it?’ From the 


} as ‘yr . 7 
aADOVe, and similar ey 
pressions of the scriptures, 
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it appears eyj. 
dent, that the divine covernment extends 
0 all events, and even to the establish. 
ment of evil inthe world. : 
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and it appears 
equally evident from other scriptures thas 
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nan is accountable for his conduct. and 
that God will inflict on him a punishment 

his crimes. The lat- 
Is sufpported by the fol- 
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len. i. J1. **Woe unto the wicked! it 
hi for the reward o 
his hands shall be given him.” Rom. ni 
6, 9. “Who will render to every man ac- 
tron and an 


cording o his deece. Ty thula 


gush” upon every soul of man that doeth 


evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gen- 
tile.’ Ezek. xvin. 4. «The soul that sin- 


tshall die.’ Rom. vi. ‘Forthe 
wages of sin is death.”’ 2 Cor. v. 10 
“Por we must all appear before the judg: 
ment seat of Christ ; that every one may 
receive the things in body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be 
But I need not multiply 
tions to prove a proposition, whuch 
is admitted by all to be true. 

The quesu n that arises In my Mine, 
trom the two foregoing proposit tions, r 
which I find great difficulty in so lving, | 
this: How can we re oncile those two 
each other, and with the 
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yiptures. [tis a well known fict, that 
Si 
Christian world is divide - letueen 


the 

those two principles ; one part believing 
the at God * ‘foreordained whatsoever comes 
pass and the other part, that all things 


feo tur at least, as respects besiie in actions ) 
ure contin rent, or depending wholly on the 
will of the creature ; and writers of great 
jearning and ability, have not been want- 
ing as advocates on both sides of the ques- 
jon. Hence it is evident, that there is, 
(qs it respects the principles of the Chris- 
tian world, at least,) an apparent contra- 
diction in ihe two propositions above stat: 
ed; and the following questions naturally 
arise, Ist. Are each of those propositions 
true, and plainly revealed in the Scrip- 
tures ? 2d. If both be true, are they op- 
josed, or contradictory to each other ? 
3d. If both be true and unopposed to each 
other, are they, or either of them, in op- 
position to the principles of strict justice, 
or the goodness of our heavenly Father ? 

A satisfactory answer to the foregoing 

questions, Will, I think, have a tendency 

tothrow light on divine revelation, and 
dis spel from the minds of many sincere en- 
qurers after truth, the ¢ londs of darkness 

in which they are now enveloped. 
— communteation is not intended for | 
08 pose of commence ing a controye rsy 
fr the sake of argument, but to elicit | 
from you, Or some of your correspondents, | 
a calm anc dispassionate discussion of the 
subject—that “* the ways of God to man 
ay be vindicated, and the character of 
our Father in heaven be cleared frem the 
aspersions which are cast upon it °y many 

of the ‘ds and traditions of me 
Sak 

;FOR THE MERAL D. | 

‘Thope the doctrine of Universalism 
‘true, but | cannot believe it.” 

"he above remark is often made by 
versons Who profess to have been born 
‘Sn, to have passed from death unto 

express it, * obtained 
lt asked why they do not be- 
Neve it, the following reasons, which I 
think they honestly* believe to be sound 
and ¢ good, are assigne “lf: . 
. Bee: uuse | am told it is not a bible 
ioc os 

“d. Becanse great and learned men do 
ot helieve it, nor preach it. 

Fine Because my doctrine is much the 
wieest, and if the Universalist doctrine 
* T mean people—not priest, 


Hes or as they 
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were true, it cert daly would have been 


found out before now—t y: per 
sons contend that the devil preached the 
first Universalist sermon. | 

4th. Because it is a licentious doctrine ; 
for it teaches us to exercise benevolence 
and love to every body, sinners and all— 
while the bible teaches a plain distinction 
aan and requires us to imitate 

God, who we know hates sinners and will 
finally damn them. 

Sth. Because it is a doctrine which has 
no cross—no mystery init ; but is so plain 
that any body may underst: md it, and say, 
‘| believe Jesus Christ is the son of God, 
the Savior of the world.” 

6th. Because there are no pious per- 
sons who believe it; and those who pre- 
tend to, are not sincere, and have no re- 
ligion; but they expect to get to heaven 
by barely relying on the mercy of God. 

7th. Because Universalists believe that 
aman cannot be religious without being 
moral, while learned divines have alw: ys 
told us, that the profligate hardened sin- 
ner stands a much better chance for hea- 
ven than the moral, upright man. 

Sth. Because you believe that the jus- 
tice of God, as well as his mercy, requires 
faith and repentance, instead of its requi- 
rine the endless rebellion and disobedience 
of the sinner in another world. 

Sth. because you do not believe in 
more than one God in the “ Godhead” — 
although it is plainly taught somewhe 
that there ere “three persons in the God id- 
head, and these three are one true eternal 
God,.”’ 

10. Because you have but few preach- 
ers and few societies, and they are all of 
the lower order, and are considered un- 
“a ny of notice by all respectable people. 

. Because the pious and the learned 
in ail ages since the days of the «posiles, 
have believed in endless misery for a part 
of mankind—and to deny such a belief 
would subject me to the seofls and 


* the sam 


now, 

derision of all respectable church mem- 
bers—ministers would desert me, and | 
should be set at nought by all those with 


whom | have been permitted to ** sit im the 
uppermost rooms at feasts, and 
seats in the synagogue ” 
Finally, if | believed that all maukind 
would be saved, * I should not care what 
{ did’—I should then roll sin as a deli- 
cious morsel under my tonguc. Then the 
commission of crime wou.) be « pleasure 
—then would my soul ery out lor joy, 
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when unrestrained by fear of pumshment | 
—hen wouid the black catalogue of criines 


be to me a feast of fat things—then would | 


the fear of hell, which now restrains from 
sin «nd warms my heart with love, vanish 


the leaf of autumn, this soul, whose hopes | 


of immortality now spring from fear of 
punishrent in tranquil apathy would rest 
the issue of its future bliss, on the contin- 
gent mercy of an ** angry God!” 

Such, are the strong reasons given for 
rejecting the doctrine of impartial grace— 
a doctrine which has God for its author, 
the Son of God for its testator, and inspi- 
ration for its record—and I blush for the 
ignorance of those who have no better 
excuse for setting at nought the council 
of the Most High, and for that temerity 
which presumes to set up the creeds and 
commandments of men in opposition to 
Him who has said, ‘** I will not contend 
forever, neither will I be always wroth: 
for the spirit should fail before me, and 
the souls which J have made.” 

The above reasons are not here mace 
public, for the purpose of rendering odi- 
ous or ridiculous the religious sentiments 
of any particular sect—neither are they 
noticed as reasons which exclusively be- 
Jong to, or as assigned by, any one de- 
nomination of professors; but they, or 
at least the most of them, have so often 
been given to the author of this, that he 
is induced to present them in a body, in 
hopes that their glaring absuridity may 
render it necessary for the pretended 
** spiritual guides”’ to substitute other rea- 
sons, which shall at least have the appear- 
ance of common sense. lor it is beliey- 
ed to be cruel and ungenerous in the ex- 
treme, for self-styled divines to lay all 
the burden of defending the dogmas which 
they preach on the shoulders of their 
flock, while they will not attempt * to 
move them with one of their fineers.”’ 

ROLLA, 


| 
like a vision of the night, and lifeless as | 
| 
| 
| 


(From the Christian Intelligence;.) 
RELIGIOUS AWAKENINGS. 

The calls, exhortations and admonitions 
of the gospel, are addressed to the reli- 
gious «nd irreligious ; but more frequent- 
ly perhaps, to the former. St. Paul said 
to the Romans, * Now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now ts our salva- 
tion nearer thun when we believed.”’-— 
Rom. xui. 11. To the Corinthians his 
exhortation was, ‘“ Awake to rightcous- 


| ligious awakening necessary. — It will hy. 


concerned as it respects the truth or Un- 
| truth of Christianity, and the various an 


rive to a full persuasion of the truth o 
, anv doctrine, is not pretended ; but every 
|} one might carefully inquire "for the truth, 
/soas not to be criminal in error: thous! 


future peace | 


| fectionately say to such, 
| righteousness, and sin not 


i'mendable, and yet they ar 
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ness and sin not ind to the “Ye 8 ag 
‘© Awake thou that sleenest and arise fro,’ 
the dead,and Christ shall giye thee Iie} cs 
—-1! Cor. xv. 34—-Eph. y. 14. Pre 
such language we are led to conclud 
those, who possess the means for acquir 
ing religious insiruction, and even such ; 
make a profession of the Christian reli 


F rom 
€ that 


| gion, are too much inclined to fal] into ; 
d 


careless and inactive state, rendering 4 - 
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our present object to Point out sever.) 

a ‘ t 
states and conditions of men, answe 
| to the above description. 


ring 


1. Those who are indifferent and y 
a 


conflicting doctrines, taueht and professe, 
} - 4 


|} inchristendom, may be said to sleep, evey 
; while the sun is rising and shining upo 
them. 


Lhat people can, at their pleasure, » 


& 


| not so fortunate as to embrace the doctrip 
lof Jesus. ls it not now hich time. thy 
i such people awake out of sleep, and be. 


gina serious, prayertal inquiry into the 


things which concern their present and 
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2. Another class there ts, COINposed oi 


people mentally active and ciscerning, 
ible to detect and expose both the cor: 
ruptions and abuses of christianity, whi 


tre conversant in the se riptures and cor: 
} 


‘rect in theory, and yet, alas ! they hol 


the truth in habitual unrighteousness 
neclect and disobey the precepts of reli 
cion, and are a cishoner both to the doc 
trine of truth and its earnest sentiments 
advocates and supporters. Such men hav 
a clear view * of the tree of life,” but are 
not prepared to partake of its * fruit. — 
They are like those who sleep while hun- 
ery and thirsty, and dream ot eating and 
drinking at a table prepared in princely 
style; but lo! they awake unsatistir’ 
with a repast of dreams. May we not at 
« Awake to 
. for some have 
not the knowledge of God: I speak thi 
to your shame.”’ a 
3, Again there are others whose 60© 
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command and exert duced es in united | 
efforts to that end. Where societies have 
been organized, suitable punctuality is not 
always observed in contmuing them in op- 
[n other places, no care is taken 
in organize societies ; to attend or support 
pi! blic worship ; and an habitual indiffer- 
ence as to the sabbath and to the state of 
morals and of religion, ts the natural con- 
Others still, indeed there are, 


eration. 


Sc ey ice. 


who have been delivered from the bon- | 
daze of false doctrine and the captivating | 


charms of sins in general; but for reasons 
known only to themselves, and which we 
do not pretend to judge, they refuse to 
co-operate with those whose views are in 
anison with their own ; and lend their 
aid, influence and support, to extend and 
perpetuate the creeds and schemes of 
modern orthodoxies. How they can feel 


justified in encouraging doctrines which 


they dislike and in supporting missions 
whose natural tendency is to drive light 
ind liberty from the earth, we are unable 
iv conceive. Such brethren may think 
they are very liberal and are doing much | 
vood in the world: but are they dream- | 
ing or wakeful ? Is it not like the miser | 
who refuses to bestow favors where rea- 
con and compasston profler their claims ; 
but he 
feeding and clothing the fatherless chil- 
inaking the widow’s heart sing for 
joy. Letus remember, dear readers,that 
as benevolent dreams will not administer | 
relief to the sick, nor supply the poor with 
will the belief of the 


dren, 


cou so neither 
iruth and the profession of universal be- 
nevolence, give adequate encouragement 
nd support to the cause, in the mainte- 
nance and defence of which, the conjoin- | 
ed exertions and central eflorts, of all its 
friends, are required. 

The inducement to manly exertion is 
interesting and important ; ‘* for now 1s 
our salvation nearer than when we be- 
heved.”? Who will shimber in apathetic 
indifference, while the hour of deliver- 
anee draws nigh ? What parent who had 
‘trucgled to save his offspring from stir- 
Vation, would eare essly fall asleep, w hen 
expecting hourly to come into the posses- 
sion of an independent fortune ? T hen let 
our hearts leap for joy and our conduct 
exhibit wakefulness, while we contem- 
plate the glories of final rest and salvation. 


a pi 3 i Datiienicey? a ~ 
ALctract from \V ILLIAM Penn s /lacress tt 


Protestants Part 2d, 1679. 


dreams in his unsound sleep, of 
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of hii authority amongst us Pr ‘otestants, 
is the great power und sway of the Cle TZY, 
| and the people’ s reliance upon them for the 
| knowledge of Religion and the way of Life 
| and Salv vation.—This is such plain fact, 
| that every parish, more or less proves it. 
| ts not Prophesy, once the Church’s now 
| engrossed by them and wholly in their 
| hands? Who d: ire publicly preach or 
| prey, that is not of that class or order ? 
| Have not they only the keys-in keeping ? 
May any body else pretend to the power 
of absolution or excommunication, mach 
less to constitute ministers? Are not all 
| Church rites and privileges in their custo- 
| dy ? Don't they make it their proper in- 
| heritance? Nay, so much larger is their 
empire than Cesar’s that only they begin 
| with births and end with burials: men 
|must pay them for coming in and going 
out of the world. Both lives and deaths 
bring grist to their mill, and toll to their 
|} exchequer, for they bwve an estate in us 
for our hives and an heritot at our deaths. 
“Thus the Clergy are become a sort of 
‘mediator between Christ and us, that as 
| We must go to God by Christ, so we must 
come to Christ by them. They must be 
| it seems, like the High Priest under the 
to. who only entered into the Holy of 
| Holies ; whose lips preserved knowledge ; ‘ 
| and by them we must understand the Di- 
| vine Oracle—as if the mysteries of salva- 
| tion were not to be entrusted with the yul- 
‘gar; or that it were a kind of prophana- 
et: to expose them to their view, and the 
only way to make them cheap and con- 
temptible to suffer every Christian to have 
the keeping of them; though they belong 
Ito every Christian. But this language, 
‘thanks be to God, is that of human author- 
ity that would magnify the mysteries of 
salvation by the ignorance of those that 
| shor uld know them, as W the gospel dispen- 
‘sation were not that of full age, but infian- 
cy or minority. 
| wT is prodigious to think what venera- 
we, the priesthood have raised to them- 
i selves, by their usurped commission of upos- 
‘a le-ship, ‘their pretended successions, ‘and 
| their clink clank of extraordinary ordina- 
| tion. A priest, a God on earth, a man that 
has the keys of heaven and hell; do us he 
| says or be damned ! W hat pow er like {oO 
‘this’ The ignorance of the people, of 
their title and pretences, hath prepared 
them io deliver up the meelves into their 
Lows likea cron r, that hedecs in 
on which bo ‘has a mortgage ;: 
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HERALD OF SALVATION. 


to the clergy, and become thew proper | 


patrimony, instead of being their care, 


and they the true ministers or servants of | 


ihe people.” 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 


Extract of a Speech, delivered at an ag- | 
erecate meeting of the Roman Catholics | 
of Cork, by Charles Phillips, the cele- | 


brated Trish Orator. 


“This hostility of her sects has been | 


the disgrace, the peculiar disgrace of 


Christianity. 


doo, whom England, out of the abundance 


of her charity is about to teach her creed. | 
i hope she may not teach her practice. | 


But Christianity, Christianity alone ex- 
hibits her thousand sects, each denounc- 


ing his neighbor here, in the name of God, | 
: . , . + . j 
and damning thereafter out of pure devo- 


tion! * You're a heretic, says the Cath- 


olic; * You’re a Papist,’ says the Protes- | 


tant ; ‘1 appeal to Saint Peter, exclaims 
the Catholic, ‘1 appeal to Saint Athana- 
sinus.” cries the Protestant : ‘ and if il goes 
to damning, he’s as &¢ 
the calendar.’ ‘* You'll be damned eter- 
nally,” moans out the Methodist ; 

elect’ Thus it ts, you see, each 
anathema, his accusation and hi 

and in the end Religion is the victim! 
The victory of eachis the 
fi; and Infidelity, hing at 


st . 
overthroy 


a lanechine ef the con- 


refutation of their creed 


test, writes the 


an the blood Of the combatants j wonder 


Cf at . Y aii mts . ton ! ‘ ’ 
e this retiection has ever struck any oft 
those reverend dignitaries woo rear their 


; ; a. ee s 
mitres’ against Catholic emancipation.— 


Has 1¢ ever glanced across their Christian | 


it the stery of our country should | 


zeal. 
Sl ide I ae oes 

have casually ren 
dostan with what 


hed the valleys of Hin- 


or : ‘ 
cla PUTT f n 


an 
furnishing the heathen world again 
sncred missionary ? 

the Christian 


mn ecclesiastic answer the E 


is- 


i Bramin, when he replied to his « 
Pac BR 
> i 


' 
i> 


ortation in language such as thi 
ther, we have heard your doctrine ; it is 
splendid in theary, specious in promis » 
like the 


€U} 


at 


line in prospect - vorid 
Leht. But, Father, we have heard that 
there are times when its rays vanish and 
leave your sphere in darkness or whe: 
your only lustre arises from meteors of 
fire, and moons of blood: we have hear 
ef the verdant island whu the 


Snirit has raisedin the bosom of the wa- 


0 Grea 


The Gentoo loves his cast, | 
so does the Mahometan, so does the Hin- | 


vod as any saint tn | 


In what terms could | 


to 
which it leads, it 1s rich in the miracles of | 


} | 


ters with such a bloom of beauty, that the 
very wave she has usurped worships the 
loveliness of her intrusion. ; 
eign of our forests is not more fenerous 
in his anger than her sons; the snow. 
flake, ere it falls on the mountain, js not 
purer than her daughters; little inland 
seas reflect the splendors of her landscape 
and her valleys smile at the story of the 
serpent! Father, 1s it true that this isle of 
the sun, this people of the morning, find 
the fury of the ocean in your creed, and 
more than the venom of the viper in your 
policy ? Is it true that for six hundred 
years, her peasant has not tasted peace, 
nor her piety rested from persecution ? 
Oh! Brama, defend us from the God of 
the 


Che Sover-. 


Christian! Father, father, return to 


en. Fetrace the waters : we 
in ignorance, but we live in love 
nol Lauste the tree 


wisdom. 


that Fives 
The 
is our cospel ; 
athers we found 
, on the virtue of 

our y for our re lemption.” 
flow would the nussionaries of the mitre 
rhim ? How will they answer that 
insulted Beine of whose thetr con- 


‘ 7 788 , | ° ‘ * ) > 
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cre ed 
(ili to What 
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ophy can human 
religion reclaun: 
ho, red 
under 
‘Orous 


, 
no MIPraci?® CONVEFL ¢ « Hnonster, W 


with the fires of hell, and bending 
| 


the crumes ot earth, erects bis mur 


divinity upon athrone of sculls, and would 


? ' g j 
YEAaly eeu ‘ 


brother's blood 
ted altar! 
him into 


man 


‘ven with a 


‘ 


| . } ! 4,4 Ak 
the cannibal appetite of his reyes 


ists cannot soften 


is verv inter: 
Surely, 


j 
i 
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if it could, no 


{ itt) UWiity. 
] I » 4 ] . ‘ ‘ 
would be found madd enouch to advocate a 


m which cankers the very heart ot 


end undermines the natural re- 


‘ves 


: of government ; which takes away 


4 


the stron@est excitement to industry, by 


( losin r up every avenue, lo laudable an 


ition: which administers to the vanity or 


’ 
} 


vice of a party 5 when it should only 


' ® } . aaa 
ndy the advantage of a people; ana 


holds out the perquisites of state as anim 
pious bounty on the persecution Ol rel: 


c1on.”’ 


REFORMER.” 
to expose 


“THE 
‘he design of this Work 1s 

rical schemes and pompous under- 
under preten- 


s of the present day, 
and to show 


: nuances 
of promoting religion, 
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iha’ they ire irr concil meee with the spir- 
icon principles of the gospel. The great 


‘rations which commenced 
af and the numerous ‘The- 
olegic “al Seminaries erected, and which 
are still erecting in every part of our coun- 
try. have tended to the exaltation of an 
order of man to a height not warranted by 
the New Testament. Their numbers and 
influence are rapidly extending through- 
out all p: ints of the community, and threat- 
en the distruction of our civil and reli- 
sious liberties. by means, either direct 
or indirect, they are steadily advancing 
their course, and their ascendency over 
the minds of the people; and at no distant 
period, should their infinence continue to 
mere scarcely an individual will be 
found willing to incur the hazard of eppo- 
sing any of their schemes. The perni- 
cious eflects of clerical domination in this 
couniry, may be inferred from the history 
of other countries. ant lou reht early to be 
There ire already fe WwW 
sufficient present 
these men-betfore the public in their true 
colors and hence the prospect of their 
success, and our danger, Is greatly mcreas- 


missionary Op 


since, 


Pw years 


Mase, 


enyarded ag@ast. 


bee 


who have firmness 


and to e@X- 
and feshiona- 
rid SUppp rte d by 
order ofmen, The Reforme; 
The extended circula- 
among ‘Hecting part 
of the community, has convinced the Ed- 
ior that his views on these subjects are 
not peculiar ; that the publication 
may be more generally known, and con- 
quently be more useful, he is induced 
fo present some notice of it In amore pub- 
lic way than has yet been done. Being 
neithee the influ- 


ihe Sse considerations, 
OrrUupt, 


holon, 


pomy rIOUs, 


1 op 1 
io het Incuicated 


his pensioned 
Was Commenced, 


$y *+) he 4 . 
tion of the work the ré 


and, 


. ; i. eke ae 
uncer puTisaretion hol 


ence of 2 p articular sect, The Pe former 
Will not “tl nade an instrument for advan- 
eng the views or interests of any; but re- 
buke evils wherever met with, and pur- 


se the ine of truth marked out by the 
Precepts of Divine Revelation, regardless 
ofthe frowns or the censures of those who, 
from interest, prejudice or cuprice, may 
become its op mosers, 

PERMS, &c.—Tue Rerormer is pub- 

ished in periodical numbers of 24 pages 
a imo, the becining of each month, 
tt sl ayear, payable in advance.-—The 
fourth | year now comp sle te d, and \io 
fifth is about io commence. Subscribers 


Tan have the ed to any 


is 


w@ numbers forward 


7 
LE LOL 


SA LY! ATION, 


a 
——— 


indiatimes 
part of Pthe Union by naming the post-of- 
fice where they are to be sent, at an ex- 
pence for postage in no case more than 24 
cents a year. A few copies are yet re- 
maining from the beginning of the work, 
put persons are at liberty to commence “ 
any period, and withdraw their subse rip- 
tions whenever notice is given and arrear- 
ages are paid. Letters, post paid, to be 
addressed to T. R. GATES, proprietor 
and principal Editor, No. 290, North Third 
Street, Philadelphia. Those who pro- 
cure ten subscribers and become respon- 
sible for the whole amount of their sub- 
scriptions, shall be entitled to a copy gra- 
tis. THEOPHILUS R. GATES. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 29, 1823. 

Editors of papers, who will give the a- 
hove a place in their columns, and forward 
the paper that contains it to The Reformer, 
Philadelphia, shall have the numbers sent 
them for one year. R. G,. 

Inefficacy of Formal Prayer.—In one 
of the assemblies in America, during her 
war with Great Britain, wherein there 
was a majo rity of Presbyterians, a law 
was proposed to forbid the praying for the 
King by the Episcopalians, who however, 
could not conveniently omit that prayer, 
it being prescribed in “their Liturgy. “Dr. 
franklin, one of the members, seeing that 
such a law would occasion more distur- 
bance than it was worth, said that he tho’t 
it quite unnecessary, for, added he, ‘ those 
people have, to my certain knowledge, 
been praying const: intly these twenty years 
past, that Gad would give the King ane 
his council wisdom, and we all know that 
not the least notice has ever been taken of 
that prayer ; so that it 1s ph un the y have 
no interest in the court of heaven.’ The 
house smiled, and the motion was dropt. 
—Franklin’s Memoirs, vol. it. p. 699. 





[From the Universalist Ma gazine. | 
QUERTES 
RESPECTING THE DEVIL 

he Clergy, who believe and teach 
others to believe, that there is an immor- 
tal, spiritual being, who was once a holy 
angel in heaven, and who, by transgression 
and rebellion avainst God, fell from his 
moral rectitude, for which he was Cast ( 
of heaven down to a place they call h th 
there to be confined and tormented, in « 
lake of fire and brimstone to all eternity | 
ind who tempied Eve in the garden of E- 
den, inthe jorm of a serpent, and whe 




















































* 
rd " 
‘ 
. 
i 
: 
- 
; ” 

: ° JH: 
ae oe 
peed wee. 
‘cTt. oe > 
¢ 2% ee a 

' ae a Fd 

piesa a 
> 9 vw 
eee 
. oe 
gee? 
* Sead 
os 

’ 

ay 

> 


HERALD OF 


a ee 





now tempts every man and worpan in the 
whole world. to all the sin which is com- 
mitted, and who intends thereby to pro- 
voke God, who sent him to hell, to send 
us there too; which being, the Clergy 
call the Devil, are humbly called upon 
to give us in short, all the information on 
at subject imihe Ic poss session, which they 

pay think will not e danger their craft to 
ae lose. As.a good reason for c wling jor 
this information, may be state d the fact. 
that there are many peop sle, who not only 
disbelieve this doctrine, on which the 
clergy wholly depend, for their standing 
tn this world, but who go so far as to treat 
it with no small disrespect. Should this 
danzerous heresy, 0} denying this tunda- 
mental docirme of the devil, gener lly 
prevail, even a novice, with hi: If an eye 
can see the whole foundation of the popu- 
lar hierarchy at once swept away. 


As some are so vainly curious as to ask, 
how it happened that sin should originate 


in heaven, and how it was possible for the 
jeyil, who was contined in hell, to have 
the opporunity of dressing himself up in 
serpent and visiting “4 in Eden, 
ow it is that he be: ing 1 hell confined, 
in be prese nt with every man, Woman, 
and ehild in the whole world, it might be 
well to stop the mouths of these querists 
by plain and direct answers to thoir ques- 
fuons. HH. B. 


ana 
? 





© My ba is not aes this world.” 


Ye Counsellors Rev’rend and wise, 
May one so humble you advise ; 

On pure religion’s cause ? 
Then from our text, at once you learn, 
tt leans not on the civil arm, 

Nor rests on human laws. 


The gospel of Go:l’s grace and love, 
Flows like a river from above, 
in wisdom’s current free 
Mark well, no human laws we know 
E’er taught the rivers where to flow, 
Or how to find the sea. 


Religion, like the sun’s broad light. 

Dispels our darkness and our night, 
And gives celestial d tv. 

Cap human Jaws control the sun. 

Direct the golden orb to run 


Whe re 


Jecislators say ? 
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As rain and snow trom heaven fall, 
A blessing sure to great and small, 

So is God's faithtul word. 


| Can legislation send one shower, 


And through the skies extend its power ? 
The thought is most absurd, 


Like dew that falls from heaven by night 
Invisible to mortai sight, " 
Religion comes to man. 
When lecislators make the d 
And every nigh 

They’il help the gospel plan. 


‘CW, 


tC can it rene WwW, 


As iree as air, or wind that ws, 


‘ fi 


Whose destination no one een 
Are m above. 
| 
wind ? 


Can legislators change tl 
rt the mind, 


sO} ils | porn tr 


Then may their laws conve 
And Gill the soul with love, 


To Zion the sweet prophe ts cl, 


As mai ny youth pure virgins wed 


Thy SONS shal] narry thee, 
Must 


To marry one he cannot love? 


Sure this oul i bondage be. 


then a mun by law be drove 


ry? > . 9 . } . 
| nose whon Unrist Salvation tind 


| Receive him a physictan kind, 
| ‘Their sickness all to heal. 

Must then coersive law ae 
The sick to find the healing ski 


| x4 
Must 


’ health to is |? 

Pp m . ‘ ] : . * . 
ricsts NOW OIL Vou Ve Salud. 

‘ ; ; ‘ 


. 
tnen the lorce Ot law coni 


\ fainting, 
“r 4 at } 
lo eat the bread you give ? 


But 


hungry, sturving 


if you preach what cost you dear, 
And you must have so mu 1a year 
For what no man can ¢ 
Then law religion mav be wisé 
Supporting priesicrafit in disguise ; 
But oh, the h ttetal cheat! 
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